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Northeastern's 
Community 


By  Dilan  Mahendran 
Onyx  Staff 

Since  the  nineteen  six- 
ties, Boston  city  lines  and 
neighborhoods  have  been 
constantly  redrawn. 
These  changes  were 
made  possible  through 
HUD's  urban  renewal 
plan.  The  alterations 
were  in  population  move- 
ments and  simple  demo- 
graphics caused  by  state 
action  and  planning. 
When  there  is  an  or- 
ganized attempt  by  any 
given  power  structure 
such  as  state  and  local 
government  to  displace  a 
specific  community  it  is 
known  as  gentrification. 

Centrification  most 
commonly  occurs  in 
minority  and  low  socio- 
economic communities. 
Because  some  of  the 
housing  is  public  or 
regulated  by  the  city  or 
state,  it  is  very  simple  for 
these  institutions  to  shut 
clown  and  remove  popu- 
lations. For  example,  the 
state  can  claim  that  a 
particular  project  is 
structurally  unsafe  and 
the  tenants  would  be 
provided  public  housing 
in  another  part  of  the 
city:  therefore,  if  those 
tenants  needed  public 


housing  they  would  have 
to  move  where  the  state 
offered  them  housing,  not 
where  the  tenant  chooses. 

The  community  east  or 
behind  the  X.U.  Library 
is  of  particular  concern  to 
the  Northeastern  Univer- 
sity student..  This  area  is 
Roxbury  and  South  End 
which  merge  at  Massa- 
chussetts  Avenue.  North- 
eastern University  is 
geographically  located  in 
Roxbury  but  for  some 
reason  N.U.  does  not 
include  Roxbury  in  its 
address. 

It  is  the  same  racist 
ideology  that  Videosmith 
displays  when  they  nam- 
ed its  recently  opened 
branch  on  Huntington 
Avenue.  called  the 
"Huntington  Avenue 
Videosmith.'1  This  Vid- 
eosmith branch  like 
Northeastern  is  in  Rox- 
bury and  unlike  all  the 
other  Video  Smiths  which 
are  named  after  the 
districts  that  they  are 
located  in.  The  reasons 
why  these  institutions 
and  businesses  do  not 
include  Roxbury  in  there 
address  is  because  Rox- 
bury connotates  violent 
negroes,  gangs,  and  over- 
sexual  bucks. 

Setting  aside  the  rela- 


tive  issue  of  nomen- 
clature an  even  more  dire 
issue  is  the  inevitable 
gentrification  of  Roxbury 
and  South  End.  Over  the 
past  few  years  this  area 
has  undergone  significant 
changes  in  its  landscape, 
meaning  new  develop- 
ments. These  develop- 
ments have  been  passed 
off  as  a  positive  change 
for  the  community.  This 
would  be  true  if  your 
looking  through  the  eyes 
of  naivete  and  ignorance. 
The  corners  of  this  area 
that  have  been  under 
development  include 
from  Symphony  Hall. 
Northeastern  University 
and  both  ends  of  Dudley 
Street  is  a  list  of  new 
buildings  that  were 
constructed  over  the  past 
decade: 

1.  Registry  of  Motor 
Vehicles 

2.  Dudley  Station  Bus 
Terminal 

3.  Ruggles  Train  Station 


4.  Remodeled  Roxbury 
Community  College 

5.  Madison  Park  High 
School 

6.  Dudley  Post  Office 

7.  Luxury  Apartment 
complexes  (Parmelee 
Court  Homes  and 
Douglas  Park) 

8.  Expansion  of  N.U. 
These  new  buildings 

hardly  serve  the  majority 
of  the  minority  com- 
munities in  Boston,  yet 
they  are  being  placed 
unrecognized  area  of 
Roxbury.  One  cannot 
help  but  to  notice  these 
changes  and  question  if 
they  are  for  the  better- 
ment of  the  Roxbury 
community.  To  many  in 
the  community  the 
gentrification  is  evident 
but  little  public  protest 
has  occurred.  The  only 
recent  protests  were 
about  the  lack  of 
minority  construction 
workers  and  the  lack  of 

Continued  on  Page  2. 


Drug  Users  Got  "Trouble" 


By  Shanan  X 
Onyx  Staff 

The  Boston  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and 
Hospitals  has  issued  a 
warning  recently  to  hero- 
in users,  telling  them  that 
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a  chemical  placed  in  a  an 
unknown  percentage  of 
the  city's  contraband  is 
lethal. 

The  new  form  of  hero- 
in, known  as  "Trouble," 
has  caused  12  cases  of 
overdose  in  the  South 
End  and  Mission  Hill 
communities  within  the 
last  month.  Health  De- 
partment officials  say, 
that  of  the  twelve  vic- 
tims, no  cases  of  death 
have  been  reported. 

The  report  issued  by 
Dr.  Peter  Mover  stated 
"there's  some  bad  stuff 
going  around,  particular- 


ly in  the  Mission  Hill 
areas,  and  it  can  kill 
you." 

When  asked  about  the 
chemical,  some  com- 
munity heroin  users  ex- 
pressed fear  about  the 
department's  report,  be- 
lieving that  the  new 
chemical  is  allegedly  a 
plan  to  kill  them  off. 

KI  have  been  in  these 
streets  for  over  fifteen 
something  years  and  ain't 
never  been  no  shit  like 
this  going  around:  some- 
body's trying  to  get  rid  of 
us/'  said  Cedric  Williams. 

"I  have  lost  friends  to 


AIDS  and  a  whole  bunch 
of  other  stuff,  but  I 
haven't  heard  of  this  stuff 
(Trouble),  and  I'm  scar- 
ed, but  you  know  I'm 
hooked,"  explained  Al 
Douglass. 

The  Boston  Police  De- 
partment area  B-2  Drug 
Unit  raided  a  Mission 
Hill  apartment;  however, 
they  have  declined  to 
comment  on  if  the  raid 
was  in  connection  to  the 
narcotic  "Trouble."'1 

Dr.  Mover  was  not 
available  for  questioning 
at  Onyx  Informer  press 
time, 


Warnings 

What  Up! 

By  Kathia  Desronvil 
Onyx  Staff 

All  freshmen;  I  know 
ya'll  are  "trippin"  be- 
cause ya'll  are  in  college 
and  you  know  your  the 
man  or  miss  thang.  For 
many  of  you  this  is  the 
first  time  you've  been 
away  from  home.  Moms 
and  pops  ain't  here  and 
you  are  in  charge.  You 
brothers  out  here  got 
your  gear  all  ready  and 
your  lines  in  full  gear  for 
the  fly  "honeys",  ready  to 
profile  on  the  campus 
scene  and  at  the  parties. 
You  sistas  got  your  outfits 
and  your  hair  all  done  up 
ready  to  catch  the  broth- 
ers... but  I'm  here  to 
make  sure  that  ya'll  don't 
sleep! 

College  is  a  jungle  and 
survival  of  the  fittest  will 
depend  on  how  each  of 
you  approach  this  jungle. 
You  can  have  a  blast  but 
only  if  you  learn  from  the 
start  what  it  takes  to 
survive.  There  are  many 
pitfalls  which  can  be 
easily  avoided  with  some 
minor  precautions. 

First  of  all.  each  of  you 
need  to  realize  that  your 
education  should  be  your 
first  priority.  Before  you 
go  out  profiling,  make 
sure  your  work  is  done, 
you  studied  for  that  quiz 
and  you  finished  that 
paper.  You  can  have  the 
hip  life  but  you  must 
learn  to  balance  your 
education  and  vour  social 
life. 

There  are  several 
places  to  go  if  you  need 
to  concentrate  or  escape 
your  friends1  influences 
in  order  to  do  your  work, 
such  as  the  NU  library, 
the  study  halls  in  Dodge 
hall  on  the  second  and 
third  floors,  the  John  D. 
O'Bryant  Institute  Li- 
brary, or  the  Copley 
Library  which  you  can 
get  to  by  taking  the  39 
bus  on  Huntington  Ave. 
Don't  be  intimadated  to 
ask  questions  or  for  help. 

Continued  on  Page  2. 
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ssing  Haiti 


Duvaiiers  presidency  can 
be  defined  as  a  massive 
corrupton;  as  a  form  of 
institutionalized  state  ter- 
rorism. Francois 
Duvalier's  corrupt  govern- 
ment was  responsible  for 
the  existence  of  over  60 
percent  of  the  people  of 
Haiti  who  lived  in  condi- 
tions of  poverty  and 
despair.  In  the  course  of 
Fancois  Duvalier's  brute 
government  thousands  and 
thousands  were  killed  and 
their  bodies  were  never 
found  by  their  families  to 
buried  in  dignity. 

Another  factor  that 
contributed  to  the  current 
political  crisis  in  Haiti  was 
the  continuation  of  oppres- 
sion and  lack  of  democra- 
cy by  the  new  president 
Jean-Claude  Duvalier  who 
took  reign  of  power  after 
the  death  of  his  father 
Francois  Duvalier  in  1971. 
Jean-Claude  was  responsi- 
ble of  the  continuation  of 
dictatorship  with  the  assis- 
tance of  U.S.  government 
in  providing  financial  aid 
to  Jean-Claude  reign.  In 
1974,  U.S.  aid  to  Haiti 
increased  from  9.5  million 
to  35.5  million.  The  money 
was  to  improve  conditions 
in  Haiti.  Unfortunately, 
the  corrupt  government  of 
Jean-Claude  Duvalier  as 
well  as  some  American 
lobbyists  funneled  many  of 
the  financial  aid  for  their 
own  personal  wealth.  Due 
to  the  lack  of  democracy, 
the  financial  aid  did  not 
serve  the  people  of  Haiti. 
Consequently,  the  Haitian 


people  still  maintained  a 
high  level  of  poverty  and 
discontentment. 

This  discontentment 
lasted  for  a  period  of  29 
years  under  the  dictator- 
ship of  the  Duvaiiers.  In 
1986,  the  people  of  Haiti 
led  a  revolt  against 
Duvalier's  regime. 
However,  Reagan's  admin- 
istration during  this  upris- 
ing provided  Jean-Claude 
Duvalier  with  a  plan  to 
escape  to  France  and  hide- 
out with  most  of  Haiti's 
wealth.  Instead,  those  that 
are  in  position  of  authority 
choose  to  further  the  igno- 
rance of  most  Americans 
to  believe  the  conditions  of 
Haitian  people.  And  you 
often  ask  why  do  the  peo- 
ple of  Haiti  live  in  a  state 
of  oppresson  by  a  system- 
atic government  that  can 
be  manuvered  U.S.  foreign 
policy. 

The  uprising  of  Haitian 
people  in  1986  created  a 
sense  of  freedom  and  their 
belief  that  true  democracy 
can  be  obtained. 
Unfortunatly,  the  people's 
sense  of  empowerment  and 
justice  was  short  lived 
when  the  military  and  the 
Tonton  Macoute  reestab- 
lished their  power  of  domi- 
nance by  sinister  acts  of 
aggression  against  the  peo- 
ple of  Haiti. 

In  1990,  the  people  of 
Haiti  elected  Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide  with  67  percent  of 
the  votes.  Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide  gave  the  people  of 
Haiti  a  vision  of  hope  with 
the  change  of  education, 


Repre 

By  John  - M ur ru  Youte 

Haiti  is  a  country  of 
revolution  where  the  peo- 
ple hope  that  the  process  of 
evolution  will  someday 
take  place.  The  Republic 
of  Haiti,  since  gaining 
aquision  of  independence 
in  1804  by  defeating  the 
powerful  Napolean  army; 
has  adapted  a  demoractic 
system  of  government;  a 
political  system  where  citi- 
zens can  voice  their  con- 
cerns about  the  welfare  of 
the  country  and  the  need  to 
improve  economic  condi- 
tions. However,  for  the  last 
40  years,  many  Haitians 
are  living  in  fear  of  a  gov- 
ernment who  has  done 
nothing  constructive  to  ele- 
vate the  nation  and  its  peo- 
ple to  a  high  level  of  eco- 
nomic self-  development. 
Since  the  glorious  days,  of 
our  forefathers,  Toussaint, 
Dessaline,  and 
Christopher,  Haiti's  politi- 
cal system  has  fallen 
tremendously  for  the 
worst.  However,  through- 
out Haiti's  history,  the  peo- 
ple remain  strong  against 
the  regime  that  took  power 
and  deprived  them  of  a 
basic  human  right;  to  self- 
govern. 

In  1957,  due  to  a  mili- 
tary coup  d'etat,  Francois 
Duvalier  was  able  to 
obtain  his  presidency  of 
the  Republic  of  Haiti.  It 
should  be  noted  that  there 
has  never  been  a  democrat- 
ic election  in  Haiti  until 
1990  when  Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide    was  elected. 


A  Northeastern 

Continued  from  page  1 . 

minority  recruitment  of 
labor.  Unfortunately,  some 
community  members  are  in 
favor  of  building  these 
plants  that  are  not  desig- 
nated for  the  community  to 
use.  For  example,  black 
construction  workers  were 
protesting  about  the  lack  of 
black  workers  on  the  new 
Dudley  Station.  The  sad 
irony  is,  that  the  city  had 
other  plans  for  Dudley 
Station  that  don't  include 
the  black  community, 
Dudley  station  is  in  fact 
used  to  be  an  orange  line 
train  station  a  few  years 
ago  but  that  was  shut  down 
and  the  community  now 


has  to  struggle  to  get 
around  on  the  horrible 
organized  MBTA  bus  sys- 
tem. One  would  have 
thought  that  the  train  sta- 
tion below  the  bus  plat- 
forms at  Dudley  was  filled 
in  or  torn  up,  but  in  fact 
the  train  station  is  still 
being  maintained  by  the 
MBTA.  Why  would  the 
city  still  maintain  a  train 
station  that  had  been  shut 
down  for  several  years? 

The  gentrification  is 
obvious  and  the  city  has 
been  planning  to  expand 
the  Boston  Metropolitan 
area  for  three  decades  into 
Roxbury  first  by  redistrict- 
ing  in  the  early  sixties. 
The  recent  proposal  of  the 
Megaplex  between 


Massachussetts  Avenue 
and  Melina  Cass 
Boulevard  is  yet  another 
clue  into  what  the  city 
plans  for  this  part  of 
Roxbury. 


A  Warning 

Continued  from  page  1 . 

Remember  a  stupid  ques- 
tion is  one  that  was  never 
asked  and  answered.  Take 
advantage  of  the  tutorial 
programs  available  to  you. 
There  are  no  nerds  in  col- 
lege only  smart  individu- 
als. Good  study  skills  is 
the  way  to  go.  keep  sev- 
eral copies  of  all  records 
especially  all  financial  aid 
records.  They  have  a  ten- 
dency of  losing  student's 
papers. 


economic  and  social  devel- 
opment. President  Aristide 
is  a  man  of  principle  and 
justice.  He  detests  the  vio- 
lation of  human  rights  of 
the  people  by  the  military 
regime  and  the  Tonton 
Macoutes.  His  attempt  to 
dismantle  the  military  and 
the  Tonton  Macoutes  led  to 
his  removal  by  the  mili- 
tary. He  was  forced  to  flee 
the  country  he  proudly 
loves.  With  exile  of  presi- 
dent Aristide,  the  invasion 
of  the  military  and  the 
Tonton  Macoute  continue 
to  violate,  torment  and  sur- 
press  the  people  of  Haiti's 
right  to  free  democracy. 
For  example,  a  seven 
month  pregnant  woman 
was  impaled  in  public  by 
the  heartless  military  to 
domonstrate  and  convey 
their  systematic  oppression 
over  the  people  of  Haiti.  In 
addition,  to  the  execution, 
there  are  other  malicious 
acts  that  the  military  com- 
mits to  instill  fear  in  the 
heart  of  all  people.  An 
illustration  of  this  is  the 
constant  invasion  of  hous- 
es where  young  men  and 
young  women  are  continu- 
ously, brutally  assalted  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  by 
the  military. 

Now,  it  is  1994, 
President  Aristide  has  not 
yet  returned  to  Haiti  and 
democracy  in  Haiti  is  a 
word  of  death  and  punish- 
ment. The  Clinton  admin- 
istraton  has  established  an 
economic  sanction  on  Haiti 
but  it  is  the  poor  people 
who  already  have  less  to 
begin  with  who  are  affect- 
ed by  this  so-called  sanc- 
tion. The  people  of  Haiti 


Another  warning... 
avoid  filing  for  credit 
cards.  There  will  be 
numerous  salespersons 
throughout  the  year  trying 
to  lure  you  into  getting 
them.  DON'T,  they  are  a 
trap.  You  are  in  college,  so 
expect  to  be  broke,  don't 
get  yourself  in  more  debt 
than  you  allready  will 
be!!!!! 

On  another  serious 
note,  on  the  social  scene 
please  take  off  your  blind- 
ers! Now  abstinence  is  the 
best  policy  but  if  you  must 
do         the  "wild 

thing"  Brothers  put  your 

straps  on  and  sistas  keep 
your  legs  down  if  the 
brothers  won't  comply 
with  a  condom.  Syphillis, 
Gonorrhea,  Hepatitis  B, 


no  longer  can  bear  this  sys- 
tem of  oppression,  repres- 
sion, and  depression  thats 
been  imposed  upon  them 
even  after  they  made  a 
choice  at  the  polls  that  they 
wanted  democracy  as  their 
system  of  government. 
Democracy  has  come  and 
gone  and  as  a  result,  thou- 
sands have  headed  for  U.S. 
boarders  only  to  die  at  sea 
or  be  stored  into  in  consen- 
tration  camps  and  are  treat- 
ed like  our  ancestors  be  to 
auctioned  off.  But  in  the 
case  of  Cubans,  they  enter 
the  boaders  of  this  country 
by  the  thousands  on  boats 
claiming  to  be  political 
prisoners  and  are  accepted. 
When  it  comes  to  Haitians, 
the  policy  changes  totally. 
Maybe  it's  me,  but  I  smell 
a  double  bias  standard  or 
racist  standard  that  the 
U.S.  government  has 
established  for  Haitian 
people.  During  the  presi- 
dential election  in  1992, 
Mr  Clinton  claimed,  unlike 
his  opponent  George  Bush, 
he  would  provide  the 
Haitian  people  with  politi- 
cal assylum  if  they  quali- 
fied. But  like  all  politicians 
he  lied  like  the  past  presi- 
dents who  held  office. 
"Cant't  trust  it".  Until  a 
year  or  less  ago,  the  news 
avoided  the  situation  in 
Haiti  and  the  human  rights 
violation  that  was  taking 
place  till  it  became  a  con- 
vience  to  increase  their  rat- 
ings and  add  misconcep- 
tion to  a  passive  news 
audience  nationwide. 

On  Septmeber  15, 
1994,  from  the  desk  of  th 
Oval  office,  Mr.  Clinton 
tried  to  obtain  American 


and  of  course  AIDS  and 
other  STD  diseases  are 
awaiting  you.  Don't 
become  the  next  victim. 
No  brother  or  sista  is  worth 
sacrificing  your  health! 

When  the  weekends 
come  and  you  are  ready  to 
unwind,  keep  your  drink- 
ing and  smoking  at  a  limit. 
You  are  better  off  smoke- 
free  and  alcohol-free,  but  if 
you  must,  be  aware  that 
excessive  intakes  of  ciga- 
rettes and  alcohol  will  put 
your  health  at  risk.  And 
let's  not  forget  to  stay 
Clear  of  drugs.  You  are 
hear  to  enlighthen  your 
mind.  Don't  waste  your 
brains  for  the  sake  of  being 
Cool! 
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Continued  from  page  2. 
support  to  invade  Haiti, 
although,  the  so-called 
poles  demonstrated  that 
the  majority  of  Americans 
do  not  want  U.S.  troops  to 
invade  Haiti.  Moreover. 
Mr.  Clinton,  as  pitiful  as 
he  looked,  tried  to  per- 
suade a  dead  nation  full  of 
organized  confusion  to 
rally  behind  him  and 
invade  Haiti.  History  is  a 
continuous  process  and  it 
tends  to  repeat  itself  more 
than  people  realize.  In 
1915,  the  U.S.  invaded 
Haiti  to  protect  so-called 
American  businesses  and 
exploited  the  Haitian 
market  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  U.S.  The  invasion 
lasted  for  15  years  where 
the  Haitian  military  were 
trained  to  exploit  and  to 
commit  malicious  acts 
against  the  people  of 
Haiti.  In  1934,  U.S. 
invasion  in  Haiti  ended 
only  to  leave  the  country 
in  the  worst  condition  you 
can  imagine.  They  left 
their  brute  military  tactics 
and  weapons  in  Haiti  so 
the  Haitian  military  could 
forever  surpress  the  people 
which  it  suppose  to  protect 
from  foreign  invaders  like 
the  United  States.  I  believe 
diat  Mr.  Clinton:s  solution 
or  lack  of  political  leader- 
ship is  nothing  but  a 
vehicle  to  obtain  a  second 
term  as  president.  I  am  a 
realist  and  understand  the 
needs  of  the  Haitian 
people.  I  do  not  support 
nor  am  I  against  the 
invasion.  True  lasting 
democracy  for  the  Haitian 
people  is  my  objective 
reality  but  have  yet  to  be 
seen  by  the  Haitian  peo- 
ple. A  step  for  a  resolution 
is  to  properly  oust  of  the 
corrupt  government  of  the 
military  with  assistance 
from  the  Haitian  people 
here  in  the  U.S.  ,  France, 
Canada  and  the  United 


Nation's  troops.  The  mili- 
tary Chief  Raoul  Cedras 
can  be  coerced  to  step 
down  allowing  exile  presi- 
dent Aristide  to  step  in. 
This  action  would  facili- 
tate the  masses  to  revolt 
against  economic  and  so- 
cial conditions  of  poverty. 
Under  the  leadership  of 
Aristide.  economic,  politi- 
cal and  social  conditions 
would  be  improved  in 
order  for  Haitians  to  have 
a  better  life  style. 

More  recently  a  group 
of  negotiators  were  sent  to 
Haiti  to  reach  an  agree- 
ment with  the  military 
leaders  in  Haiti  before  Mr. 
Clinton  commited  the  act 
of  invading  Haiti  on 
Monday,  September  19, 
1994.  The  task  force  con- 
sisted of  former  chairman 
of  the  joint  chief  of  staff 
Colin  Powell,  former  pres- 
ident Jimmy  Carter  and 
senate  armed  services 
chairman  Sam  Nunn. 
Their  mission  was  to  per- 
suade the  military  leaders 
to  step  down  without 
conflict  and  leave  the 
country  in  order  for  elect- 
ed president  Aristide  to 
step  in.  The  reality  is  that 
the  Haitian  people  will 
continue  to  feel  the  pres- 
ence of  Raoul  Cedras  and 
his  regime  even  after  they 
exile  from  Haiti.  By  Octo- 
ber 15,  of  this  year,  the 
military  leaders  are  ex- 
pected to  leave  and  give 
up  their  power.  Is  that  a 
joke?  Mr  Clinton  does  not 
seem  to  comprehend  Hai- 
tian politics  if  he  actually 
think  the  so-call  American 
style  or  difinition  of  demo- 
cracy will  work  in  Haiti. 
According  to  latest  reports 
the  U.S.  military  alreadv 
took  some  civilians  lives. 
Why  does  that  not  sur- 
prise me?  Now,  you  tell 
me  what's  next.  It's  1915 
all  over  again:  as  I  stated 
before,  history  is  a  contin- 
uing process. 


By  Kathia  Desronvil 
Onyx  Sfaff 

Domestic  violence  is  a 
growing  and  an  alarming 
reality  which  is  very  "close 
to  home-1  for  too  many 
women  in  the  United  States. 
According  to  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society: 

Approximately  95% 
of  the  victims  of  dom- 
estic violence  are  wo- 
men... the  number  of 
battering  injuries  suf- 
fered by  women  is 
greater  than  the  total 
number  of  injuries 
sustained  from  car 
accidents,  muggings, 
and  rapes  combined. " 
The  abuse  can  be 
either  physical,  psy- 
chological, verbal 
and/or  economic. 

The  violence  is  a  cycle 
consisting  of  three  phases: 

a)  the  tension-building 
phase,  which  is  the  period 
of  constant  and  incessant 
altercations,  followed  by, 

b)  the  abusive  stage  of 
battery,  and  terminating 
with  the,  c)  "hearts  and 
flowers '  phase  where  the 
abuser  convinces  the  vic- 
tim that  he  is  sorry  and 
the  incident  will  never 
reoccur. 

Unfortunately,  domestic 
violence  is  prevalent  on 
college  campuses,  and 
Northeastern  University  is 
not  excluded.  In  past  years 
there  have  been  several 
coveted  incidents  of  dom- 
estic violence  on  female 
students.  A  recent  tragedy 
has  brought  the  issue  to 
light.;  a  star  athlete  had 
gravely  battered  a  girl 
associate. 

There  are  numerous 


detrimental  myths  which 
women  need  to  be  aware 
of  concerning  the  causes 
of  this  act  such  as: 

1.  It  canH  happen  to 
me. 

2.  Jealousy  and  pos- 
sessiveness  are  a 
sign  of  true  love. 

3.  Victims  bring  on 
the  abuse  them- 
selves. They  ask 
for  it. 

4.  Alcohol  causes  a 
man  to  batter. 

5.  Most  batterers  are 
bums  and  crazy 
people. 

6.  Teen  dating  vio- 
lence isn't  really 
that  serious. 

It  is  a  dilemma  which 
occurs  among  all  races 
and  socioeconomic  groups. 

First  and  foremost,  one 
in  seven  women  seen  for 
general  medical  care  in 
office  practices  and  one  in 
four  women  who  attempt 
suicide  are  battered. 
Moreover,  more  than  one 
in  ten  teenagers  exper- 
ience physical  violence  in 
dating  relationships.  So 
wake  up,  you  could  be  the 
next  victim!  Only  2%  of 
batterers  are  psychotic, 
meaning  that  the  remain- 
ing 98%  are  perfectly  in 
control  when  committing 
the  abuse. 

The  aim  of  the  violence 
is  to  assert  power  and 
maintain  control! 

Some  abusers  do  beat 
their  partners  when  they 
are  under  the  influence  of 
alcohol,  but  the  alcohol 
acts  as  an  excuse.  They 
choose  to  hit  and  are 
accountable  for  their  ac- 
tions. They  need  to  think 
before  they  swing.  There 
are  other  alternatives  to 
hitting  such  as  tuning  the 
other  partner  out,  walking 
away,  or  releasing  their 
anger  by  doing  something 
constructive  and  beneficial 
to  them. 

Another  myth  is  the 
attitude  or  belief  that  the 
women  who  remain  in 
abusive  relationships  are 
stupid.  Battered  women 
suffer  from  Battered 
Women  Syndrome 
which  refers  to  a  de- 
pressing state  of  mind  due 
to  prolonged  continuous 


abuse.  This  state  alone 
makes  it  very  hard  to 
leave,  and  reinforced  by 
other  obstructions  such  as 
fear,  social  and  economic 
constraints,  lack  of  self- 
esteem,  and  too  often  lack 
of  intervention  because 
family  members,  friends, 
and  the  police  handle  the 
situation  with  casualty. 
For  a  battered  woman  to 
effectively  escape  an 
unrelenting  assailant,  she 
must  have  a  "safely 
plan."  The  woman  must 
first  determine  her  danger 
risk,  she  should  have  a 
safe  place  to  go  with  sup- 
portive friends,  family 
members,  etc.  and  have 
access  to  other  daily 
necessities  to  get  away  and 
stay  away . 

This  article  is  an  appeal 
to  the  Northeastern  female 
students,  who  might  be 
presently  in  an  abusive 
relationship,  to  reach  for 
the  help  being  offered 
through  The  Onyx  Inform- 
er. It  is  also  a  forebode  to 
the  other  female  body  to 
be  cautious  of  whom  you 
are  getting  involved  with. 
Afterall,  these  abusive 
relationships  start  as 
regular  loving  ,  com- 
mitted, and  promising 
relationships. 

Some  of  the  early 
indicators  of  a  battering 
personality  are  extensive 
jealousy  and  possessive- 
ness,  quick  involvement, 
isolating  you  from  friends 
and  family,  and  most 
importantly  a  past  inci- 
dent of  violent  behavior. 

For  additional  infor- 
mation or  help  please 
contact  The  Onyx 
Informer  or  the  or- 
ganizations and  num- 
bers listed  below  : 

Roxbury  Comprehensive 
Community  Health 

Center,Inc. 
Antoinette  Franklin 
(617)  442-7400  ext.  304 

Beth  Israel  Hospital 
735-3338 

Children's  Hospital 
735-  6611 

Brigham's  and  Women 
Hospital 
732-5500 

Boston  City  Hospital 
534-4075 


3Pfje  <&nyx 
informer 

And  the  staff  encourages  you  to 
attend  weekly  meetings  on 
Tuesdays  at  8:30  PM 
430  Student  Center 
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State  of 
The  Onycc 

"Uh-oh  heads  up  cause  we're  droppin 
some  shit..11 

-  Jeru  the  Damaja 

Get  the  facts  straight: 

1.  For  the  past  6-7  months  the  face  of 
the  Onyx  Informer  has  not  appeared  on 
NU's  campus. 

2.  The  last  time  it  appeared  was 
November  1993. 

3.  Becuase  of  our  track  record,  we  have 
recieved  very  little  support  from  the  faculty 
and  staff  gere  at  NU. 

4.  To  date,  the  faculty/staff  and  student 
body  here  is  clueless  as  to  the 
whereaboutsof  the  Onyx  Informer...  nor  do 
thev  care  

"Here  comes  a  Brand  new  Flava  in  your 
ear...  Time  for  new  Flava  in  your  ear..." 

-  Craig  Mack 

These  facts  are  sad  but  unfortunately 
true.  When  I  think  back  to  last  vear, 
trembling  at  the  thought  of  the  continuous 
struggle  to  achieve  what  little  we  have  now: 
the  only  word  that  comes  to  mind  is 
miracle. 

The  task  that  is  placed  before  us  due  to 
lack  of  commitment  and  using  an 
organization  for  other  personal  benefits  is 
tidious.  Not  only  do  we  have  to  produce 
three  consecutive  excellent  issues,  but  we 
have  to  raise  funding  in  order  to  do  so. 

If  you  will  allow  me  to  digress  for  a 
moment,  I  will  take  you  on  the  journey  of 
this  paper  that  my  mind  travels  on  a  dialy 
basis,  we  are  under  microscopic  watch  by 
the  Media  Advisory  Board  whom,  because 
of  lack  of  productivity  sliced  our  budget 
three  times  thus  far. 

The  analysis  of  our  past  history  with  our 
readership  tells  us  that  our  paper  is  at  times 
dull,  boring,  repeatative  in  style,  and 
lacking  orginal  format.  Therefore  a  total 
metemorphisis  of  the  newspaper  had  to 
take  place. 

The  history  of  the  Onyx  Informer  tells  us 
that  we  are  one  of  the  only  type  of 
newpaper  in  existance  in  the  greater  Boston 
area.  Catering  to  issues  concerning  the 
minority  community  on  campus  and 
abroad.  Thus  it  is  imperative  that  we 
continue  the  tradition  that  was  laid  down 
for  us  by  our  founders  over  twenty  years 
a  so. 


"Rusk.  kill, 
destrv.  Stress.. 


destroy.  Stress. ...Rush.  kill. 


-  Organized  Confusion 
ou  on  that  mental  journey 


I  had  to  take  y 
with  me...  there  are  some  things  that  are 
hard  to  comprehend  on  your  own...  it  is 
because  of  this  that  The  Onyx  Informer 
needs  the  support  of  our  readers  now  more 
than  ever. 

Yeah,  I  know  y'all  are  thinkin'  support 
what?  Support  something  new,  something 
that  will  cater  to  what  you  want  to  read  and 
need  to  know. 

So  for  all  y'all  who  feel  that  we  aren't 
about  anything  please  keep  watching  the 
sign  for  something  new  and  improved. 

—  Lori  Nelson 


Fall  694: 
Flow,  Blows,  &  Afros... 

Combing  Through  the  Rap  Game 


By  Korey  Whitfield 
Onyx  Staff 

Keen  musical  insight 
and  powerful  production 
skills  have  propelled 
Sean  "Puffy"  Combs  into 
the  mainstream  spotlight. 
His  talent  has  influenced 
the  whole  of  rap  for 
years.  "Puffy"  was  in- 
strumental in  the  mona- 
tary  explosion  of  Mary  J. 
Blige's  debut 
album  and  it's 
rise  to  multi- 
P  1  a  t  n  i  m  u  m 
status.  Recently, 
two  guest  artists 
on  Mary  s  work 
have  utilized  it 
as  a  stepping 
stone  for 
releasing  their 
own  solo  LPs. 
They  are  The 
No-torious 
B.I.G's  Ready  to 
Die.  (Bad 
Boy/Arista),  and 
Craig  Mack's 
project:  funk  the 
world.  (Bad 
Boy/ Arista) 

The  release  of 
the  singles,  "Party  and 
Bull-sh*t"  off  of  the 
Who's  the  Man 
soundtrack.  "Flava  in  Ya 
Ear"  have  preci-pitated 
much  anticipa-tion  for 
solo  projects.  Their 
freestyle  add-ons  have 
made  diem  under-ground 
Dons.  Now  it's  up  to 
Biggie  and  Craig  Mack  to 
set  it  off  and  live  up  to 
their  fat  billing. 


Whatever  you  call  him. 
B.I.G.:  Biggie  Smalls,  or 
Biggie,  none  can  deny 
that  he's  been  Blowin'  up 
everything  in  his  path  for 
more  than  a  minute. 
Ready  to  Die  is  a 
universal  explosion.  The 
production  is  in  there,  the 
beat  is  thumping  and  the 
lyrics  are  on  the  next 
level.  B.I.G  transcends 
the    eroding  division 


the  notorious 


BIG 


I 


ready 


to  die 


between  East  and  West 
Coast  on  his  debut,  and 
hits  hard  on  nearly  every 
cut  on  the  album.  I  leave 
myself  wide  open  for 
praising  individual  cuts, 
but  my  current  favorites 
are  "Ready  to  Die", "The 
What"  {last  spring's 
subterranean  A-Bomb)," 
Everyday  Struggle",  and 
"Unbelievable". 

Craig  Mack  had  '"the 


new  flava  in  ya  ear"  with 
his  debut  single,  but  his 
LP.  in  comparison  with 
the  work  he  has  done 
previously,  is  a  slight 
letdown.  While  the  pro- 
duction is  tight,  and 
Craig  Mack's  delivery  is  a 
new  realization  on  a 
familiar  and  recognizable 
(read  Erick  Sermon. 
Redman,  and/or  K-Solo), 
by  the  third  or  fourth  cut 
"I  flip  boy-eee15 
becomes  tired  and 
it  becomes  quite 
clear  that,  al- 
though the  Black- 
man  can  rhyme, 
he  isn't  really 
saying  any- thing. 
The  album  is 
about  four  hits 
deep,  and  that's 
streaching  it. 
They  include  the 
afore-mentioned 
"Flava  in  Ya 
Ear",  "When  God 
Comes"'.  and 
'Real  Raw". 

I  have  vastly 
different  impres- 
sions from  these 
two  new  releases, 
but  I  give  props  to  both 
of  these  artists  for  having 
the  inner  drive  to  come 
out  at  all.  Both  products 
must  be  recognized  as 
what  they  are;  slices  of 
time  in  the  temporal  con- 
tinuum of  Black  music, 
and  therefore  historically 
significant.  Unfortunately 
for  the  listener,  some  of 
these  slices  are  B.I.G. ger 
and  "fatter'"  than  odiers. 
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Consciousness  of  Love 

By  Dina  Shackleton 

As  we  sisters  grow  in  awareness,  we  continue  to  transform  our  lives  and  develop  a  deeper  sense  of  our  worth. 

Love  is  an  absolute  nourishment  for  the  soul,  yet  at  times  it  can  be  a  disastrous  cancer  for  the  heart.  Women  today  have  a  gift,  an  essence  to 
love  unconditionally. 

Our  black  women's  efforts  to  keep  hope  and  love  alive  are  being  seen  in  our  black  males1  eyes  from  a  weary  distance.  We  sisters  and 
brothers  need  to  create  space  for  disagreement  and  discussion  without  slaying  each  other.  We  have  to  make  an  effort  to  communicate  with 
patience  and  clarity  without  bitterness  or  anger. 

The  challenge  is  to  maintain  a  loving  center  regardless  of  how  the  other  person  is  behaving.  Now  this  does  not  mean  we  should  settle 
for  less:  however,  by  making  our  priorities  clear  to  ourselves,  our  choice  in  what  we  should  and  shouldn't  tolerate  will  be  determined. 
Each  of  us  is  at  a  different  point  in  achieving  self-awareness  and  understanding  her  life.  We  must  try  to  love  one  another  as  we 
would  like  to  be  loved.  The  type  of  love  that  supports  us  whether  we  are  right  or  wrong,  whether  we  behave  with  that  strong 
affection  and  tenderness,  or  in  a  bad  manner.  Love  is  not  perfect,  we  just  need  to  simplv  accept  people  for  who  thev  are  and 
how  they  are.  As  long  as  their  behavior  is  not  life-threathening  and  dangerous. 

It  is  possible  to  be  happy  with  a  lover  who  is  not  the  model  person  we  had  in  mind,  I'm  not  suggesting  that  we  should 
compromise  our  standards,  but  diat  we  relax  our  demands.  We  tend  to  get  frustrated  with  our  partners  for  not  being  that 


By  Slianan  X  Jones 

Well,  here  we  are 
back  at  the  old  NU, 
trying  to  fight  the 
powers  of  op-pression 
one  "MO"  time.  And  if 
we  are  blessed  we  shall. 

Let  me,  before  we  go 
any  further,  state  my 
case  to  you:  Black 
Man-I  know  the  pain 
that  is  within  your 
heart,  your  soul,  and  all 
thereof.  Brothers,  we  are 
very  misunderstood  and 
its  a  good  thing  we  are, 
for  explaining  our-selves 
is  not  easy,  or  even 
possible  at  times  to  at- 
tempt. 

What  happened  to 
us?  Who  were  those  that 
were  so  accomplished  in 
the  art  of  destruction 
that  they  destroyed  one 
of  the  Crea-tor's  most 
powerful  pieces  of  work. 

How  did  it  happen,  or 
how  did  we  allow  this  to 
come  to  exist?  We.  the 
soul  defenders  of  the 
Black  familv,  were 
denied  our  priviledges. 
We  were  stripped  of  the 
right  to  hold  our  heads 
high  and  walk  with 
dignity  amongst  even 
the  common  human 
society. 

So  today  we  come 
home.  Today  we  rebuild. 
Passionately  conditioning 
ourselves  to  meet  all 
challenges  and  overcome 
diem. 


perfect  significant 
other  which  we  call  our 
"dream  man.11  Al- 
though we  shouldn't 
settle  for  less  and  we 
should  strive  for  per- 
fection, we  shouldn't 
let  that  10  percent  of 
what  is  missing  over- 
shadow the  90  percent 
that  is  great.  You  don't 
have  to  like  everything 
about  that  person  to 
love  him.  No  one  man 
or  one  woman  is  per- 
fect. 

What  we  have  to 
know  is  that  there  is  an 
awareness  as  much  a 
part  of  us  as  our  own 
flesh  and  blood.  It  is 
intuition.  Intuittion  is  a 
higher  form  of  mind 
than  rational  thinking. 
It  is  the  synthesis  of 
heart,  mind,  and  soul 
working  to  expand 
awareness  and  under- 
standing. Intuition  is 
the  voice  forever  pres- 
sing us  to  stretch  our- 
selves to  take  risks,  to 
keep  loving  and  to  give 
birth  to  a  new  self, 
regardless  of  circum- 
stances. Trusting  the 
inner  voice  is  a  par- 
ticular struggle  for 
women.  It  is  one  of  the 
ways  we  affirm  our- 
selves by  listening 
inwardly  and  trying  to 
define  ourselv.es.  We 
need  to  prioritize  our 
needs  and  wants  to  get 
the  love  we  deserve 
and  develop  the 
consciousness  of 
love. 


This  year  should  be  our-  quest  to  reverse  the  conditions  in  our  lives.  This  time  we  will  succeed,  because  this  time  we 
have  a  clear  look  at  our  objectives-to  redediate  ourselves  to  ourselves. 

The  task  of  redeveloping  is  an  honorable  one,  for  in  this  endeavor  lies  another  chance  and  within  that  chance  lies  the  defi 
nition  of  that  we  are  undertaking:  I  shall  define  it  as  mercy  from  God. 

What  will  we  do?  Are  we  going  to  blame  the  ruling  class  for  our  troubles  again?  I  should  hope  not. 

The  tired  whining  will  get  us  nowhere  in  1994.  Let  us  take  a  look  around.  Not  even  the  homeless  sit  blaming  the  world  for  then- 
condition.  Instead,  with  their  heads  hung  high  they  ask  "would  you  mind  sparing  some  change". 

Stop  blaming  Black  men,  get  up  and  take  no  prisoners.  Maybe  if  we  would  meet,  all  of  us  as  brothers,  talking  about  the  pain  of  todav 
and  strategizing  about  the  victorious  tomorrow,  we  will  start  this  process  of  rebuilding. 

This  can  all  come  true,  we  can  conquer  this  land  —  if  we  fight  strong  and  bold  —  understand  Brother  Man? 


Understand;  Brotherman 


Clarzell  Pearl,  quarterback  for  (he  NU  Huskies  '94  season. 

File  Phoio 


SPOTLIGHT 

THE  PEARL  OF  NU 

Despite  the  latest  setback  in  his  college  football  career, 
Clarzell  Pearl  remains  confident  in  his  ability. 


By  Merlin  Aubourg 
Onyx  Staff 

According  to  reports 
by  the  Boston  Globe  and 
the  Boston  Herald  and 
comments  by  Northeast- 
ern s  football  head  coach 
Barry  Gallup,  Senior 
Clarzell  Pearl  was 
replaced  as  quarterback 
on  the  team  by  Freshmen 
Jim  Murphy  on 
September  22nd  because 
of  Murphy's  performance 
in  practice  and  the  need 
for  a  change  after  the 
team  had  lost  their  first 
three  games  of  the 
season.  Gallup  said  the 
change  was  not  reflective 
of  Pearls  performance 
thus  far  this  season, 
though  he  admits  Pearl 
has  played  inconsistently. 

Gallup  said  he  and  the 
coaches  felt  Murphy 
earned  the  starting 
position  for  the 
September  24th  game 
against  Richmond 
because  of  his  solid 
practices  in  previous 
weeks.  The  coaches  also 
felt  a  need  to  give 
Murphy  some  experience 
before  NU  plays  Yankee 


Conference  champion 
Boston  University  on  Oct. 
15th  at  Nickerson  Field. 

Pearl,  a  fifth-year 
senior,  asked  Gallup 
whether  this  meant 
Murphy  was  the 
quarterback  for  the 
remainder  of  the  season. 
Gallup  only  said  that  he 
expected  Pearl  to  be 
ready  as  the  number  two 
man  and  that  he  was 
only  one  snap  away  from 
being  the  starter  because 
anything  can  happen  on 
a  given  play. 

Pearl  completed  41  of 
84  passes  for  528  yards, 
threw  4  touchdowns  and 
3  interceptions  in  his 
three  starts  against  Boise 
State,  New  Hampshire 
and  Rhode  Island. 

Before  he  was  replaced 
as  the  teams  starting 
quarterback  this  season, 
Clarzell  Pearl  was 
looking  to  lead 
Northeastern  to  their  first 
winning  season  since 
1992,  when  the  Huskies 
went  5-5-1.  Northeastern 
finished  2-9  last  season. 

He  says  achieving  a 
birth  in  the  Division  1- 
AA  playoff  is  also  a  goal, 


but  with  the  team  having 
lost  its  first  three  games, 
the  prospects  to  reacing 
that  goal  look  dim. 

The  former  Boston 
English  high  school 
football  and  basketball 
standout  and  Roxbury 
native  recently  spoke  out 
about  his  career  and 
several  other  issues 
affecting  NU  Football. 

Despite  his  hopes  for  a 
winning  record  and  a 
successful  season  this 
fall,  he  feels  the  majority 
of  the  NU  student  body 
could  care  less  about 
football;  win  or  lose. 
Sometimes  Pearl  wonders 
if  students  on  campus 
know  where  Parsons  field 
is  located.  Though  the 
fan  support  has  not  been 
there  in  previous  years, 
he  does  not  put  the  sole 
blame  on  the  the 
students. 

"I  feel  there  are  two 
reasons  why  we  do  not 
have  alot  of  fans  at  our 
games.  One,  the  public 
relations  department 
does  not  do  a  good  job  of 
publicizing  footballl  or 
the  team  to  students. 

Compared  to  other 


schools  in  the  league 
(Yankee  Conference),  I 
think  our  PR  department 
can  stand  to  do  a  much 
better  job. 

Second,  we  need  a  field 
on  campus.  On  Saturday 
mornings,  people  want  to 
roll  out  of  bed  and  go  to 
the  games.  They  don't 
wan't  to  get  on  a  bus  or  a 
train  and  go  looking  for  a 
"home"  game.  If  we  had 
a  field  on  campus, 
student  support  for  the 
team  would  triple." 

Pearl  also  says  the  fact 
that  NU  is  a  commuter 
school  affects  the 
attendance  at  home 
games. 

Coming  out  of  high 
school.  Pearl  was  re- 
cruited by  Boston  Col- 
lege. However  when  he 
arrived  at  the  Heights  in 
1990,  there  was  a  new 
coaching  staff.  While  the 
previous  coaching  staff 
had  recruited  him  as  a 
quarterback,  new  coach 
Tom  Coughlin  wanted  to 
try  him  at  other 
positions.  Shortly  after 
Coughlins1  arrival  at  BC. 
Pearl  decided  to  transfer 
to  Northeastern.  Pearl 
says  the  situation  was 
made  to  be  more  than  it 
was. 

"Basically,  the  new 
coaching  staff  there 
(B.C.)  and  I  did  not  see 
eye-to-eye.  They  wanted 
me  to  play  another  posi- 
tion and  not  quarterback. 
I  was  recruited  as  a 
quarterback  coming  out 
of  high  school  and  that's 
what  I  wanted  to  play" 

According  to  offensive 
coordinator  Tom  Lamb, 
Pearl  is  an  outstanding 


athlete  and  has  a  feel  for 
the  passing  game. 

^He  was  always  a 
quarteback  first  to  us, 
though  he  could  play 
other  positions.  There 
was  never  a  doubt  where 
he  would  play  when  he 
came  here"  said  Lamb. 

A  communications 
major,  who  is  interested 
in  television  after  he 
graduates.  Pearl  does  not 
see  NU  students  getting 
overly  excited  about  NU 
football  in  the  future; 
even  if  they  went 
undefeated  as  cross-town 
rival  Boston  University 
did  last  season.  BU  went 
12-0  before  losing  to 
Idaho  in  the  playoffs. 

"When  a  team  goes 
12-1,  you  have  to  give 
them  credit.  They  had  a 
great  year  and  they 
probably  will  have 
another  one  this  this 
year.  I  would  have  liked 
to  see  them  play  William 
&  Mary  or  Delaware  last 
season.  I  think  either  one 
of  those  two  teams  could 
have  beaten  BU  last 
year."  said  Pearl  about 
the  Terriers. 

To  get  Northeastern 
football  on  a  higher  level 
for  the  future,  Pearl  says 
NU  has  to  make  more  of 
an  effort  to  recruit 
players  from  across  the 
country. 

"We  need  to  recruit 
players  on  a  national 
level  more,  especially  on 
the  offensive  line.  We 
need  to  go  down  south 
and  get  us  those  6'4  300 
pound  guards...  to  pro- 
tect our  quarterbacks.  We 
should  make  that  a 
priority." 


Northeastern  Football 

Schedule 


SEPTEMBER 

Sat.  3 

@  Boise  State 

7:00  pm 

Sat.  10 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

1:00  pm 

Sat.  17 

RHODE  ISLAND 

1:00  pm 

Sat.  24 

RICHMOND 

1:00  pm 

OCTOBER 

Sat.  1 

OPEN 

Sat,  8 

@  William  &  Mary 

1:00  pm 

Sat.  15 

@  Boston  University 

1:00  pm 

Sat.  22 

VILLANOVA 

100  pm 

Sat.  29 

@  Delaware 

1:00  pm 

NOVEMBER 

Sat.  5 

@  Massachusetts 

12:30  pm 

Sat.  12 

MAINE 

1:00  pm 

Sat.  19 

@  James  Madison 

1:00  pm 
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NU  Basketball:  Head  Coach  Dave  Leitao 


By  Merlin  E.  Aubourg 
Onyx  Staff 

Tiie  new  head  basket- 
ball coach  at  Northeast- 
ern is  happy  to  be  back 
home.  Dave  Leitao,  who 
is  originally  from  New 
Bedford,  was  hired  last 
May  from  the  University 
of  Connecticut  to  lead  the 
NU  Basketbll  program. 
Leitao  was  an  assistant 
for  eight  years  under 
former  NU  head  basket- 
ball coach  Jim  Calhoun 
at  UConn. 

Leitao.,  who  played 
basketball  for  NU  from 
1978-r82,  was  coached 
by  Calhoun  during  his 
playing  days.  He  said  the 
prospect  of  coming  back 
to  family  and  friends  in 
the  Boston  area  played  a 
major  role  in  his  decision 
to  accept  the  head  coach- 
ing job. 

"The  opportunity  to 
come  back  to  a  school 
which  has  been  so  good 
to  me  was  definitely  a 
factor.  I  felt  being  around 
supportive  people  would 
help  bring  out  the  best  in 
the  program  and  myself.'1 
said  Leitao 

Though  this  is  Leitao's 
first  head  coaching  job, 
he  is  used  to  success. 
Leitao  has  been  to  the 
NCAA  tournament  nine 
times  as  either  a  coach  or 
player,  including  last 
season   when  UConn 


posted  a  29-5  record, 
won  the  Big  East  title, 
and  finished  ranked  4th 
in  the  nation. 

Leitao  feels  this  years 
team  is  good  enough  to 
win  the  league  title 


(North  Athletic  Confer- 
ence). However  he  says 
everyting  has  to  fall  in 
place. 

"We  need  to  maximize 
our  potential  as  team  this 
year.  I  feel  everybody  on 


our  team  has  something 
to  offer  and  I  feel  our 
coaching  staff  will  bring 
out  that  potential  this 
season. *'  says  Leitao  of 
this  years  squad. 

The  NU  Basketball 


team  will  have  some  new 
faces  this  year,  but  a 
familiar  face  will  be 
missing  at  the  start  of  the 
season.  Haleem  Abdul- 
lah, last  years  freshman 
point  guard,  hopes  to  join 


the  team  by  late  Decem- 
ber after  he  clears  up 
academic  and  personal 
problems,  which  he  en- 
countered this  year.  To 
compensate  for  the  loss 
of  Abdullah,  Leitao  has 
recruited  players  who  can 
play  both  the  point  and 
off-guard  positions.  A- 
mong  the  players  Leitao 
wil  be  counting  on  will  be 
returning  players  Dan 
Callahan,  Ben  Harlee  and 
Clyde  Frazier.  Forward 
Ronnie  Herrell,  a  transfer 
from  Georgetown,  will  be 
among  the  new  faces  on 
the  team.  The  Huskies 
were  5-27  last  season. 

"The  players  we  re- 
cruited this  year  will  lay 
a  good  foundation  for 
this  season  and  the  fu- 
ture. On  paper,  we  should 
have  a  pretty  formidable 
front  line  with  Callahan. 
Frazier  and  Herrell  as 
long  as  they  stay  healthy," 
said  Leitao  about  some  of 
his  key  players  for  this 
season. 

Among  the  goals  the 
coach  has  for  the  up- 
coming season  is  to  get 
his  team  to  play  together 
as  a  cohesive  unit.  Leitao 
says  he  would  like  to 
model  this  years  team 
after  the  teams  he  played 
on  during  his  career  at 
NU. 

"The  teams  I  was  a 
part  of  played  well  to- 
gether on  the  court  and 


were  close  off  the  court.  I 
would  like  to  see  some  of 
that  from  this  years  team 
also." 

Leitao  was  captain  of 
the  1981-,82  team  which 
went  23-7  and  advanced 
to  the  second  round  of 
the  NCAA  tournament. 
He  was  an  assistant 
coach  at  NU  during 
Reggie  Lewis'  career, 
when  the  Huskies  won 
back-to-back  NAC  titles 
in  1986  and  1987. 

Leitao,  who  received  a 
bachelor  of  science  de- 
gree in  Business  Adminis- 
tration in  1983,  is  the 
Huskies'  14th  head  coach. 
He  played  center  for  the 
Huskies  duing  his  career 
and  played  in  a  112 
games. 

To  the  fans,  alumni 
and  student  body  he 
asked  that  they  come  out 
and  support  and  give  the 
team  a  chance  this  year. 
Leitao  says  the  changes 
that  have  been  made 
with  new  coaches  and 
players  should  give  peo- 
ple something  to  look 
forward  to. 

"I  think  we  will  pro- 
vide an  exciting  product 
the  student  body  can  be 
proud  of.  Knowing  the 
history  of  XU  basketball 
and  successes  we  have 
had  in  the  past,  I  think 
we  will  give  people 
something  to  cheer  for 
this  vear." 
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Editors  Notes 

The  Onyx- Informer  seeks  sportswriters  to  cover 
various  sports  for  the  fall  season  and  the  upcoming  busy 
winter  sports  section. 

Sportswriters  are  needed  to  write  features  and  cover 
different  athletic  events. 

Coaches  please  feel  free  to  drop  a  note  in  The  Onyx 
Informer  office  (430  Student  Center)  if  you  feel  an  athlete 
deserves  special  recognition  or  contact  Sports  Editor 
Merlin  Aubourg. 
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expressions 


lack  Like  Me, 
Isn't  that  what  you  see? 
Am  I  not  a  reflection  of  what  you 
see  in  your  family  tree?  Do  you 
dislike  what  I  do  causing  you  to 
ridicule?  Do  you  dislike  my  sense 
of  peace  to  which  because  of  you 
must  cease?  Why  don't  you  like  me 
should  I  care,  should  I  bother?  Is  it 
lack  of  my  understanding  when  I 
holler  stay  strong  my  Brother,  my 
Sister.  Are  the  words  difficult  to 
conceive  or  is  it  just  that  you  don't 
truly  believe  that  you  are  black  like 
me?  Shouldn't  we  rejoice  in  this 
our  race,  from  where  all  creeds  of 
greatness  trace?  To  the  sister 
walking  by  while  others  snicker, 
suck  their  teeth  and  sigh  be  proud 
to  be  who  and  what  you  are,  as  we 
struggle  through  this  place  learning 
not  to  trust  any  smiling  face, 
should  we  think  of  unity  and  its 
effects  on  him,  her  and  me.  To  the 
brothers  who  always  prove,  either 
too  blunt,  too  cool,  or  too  smooth  is 
there  any  way  to  bring  about  any 
type  of  peace  to  place  without  the 
business  of  unity?  Put  aside  the 
petty  past,  it  is  only  us  who  who 
will  watch  our  own  backs,  let  us 
look  to  how  to  improve  our  brother 
and  sisterhood.  Not  only  to  a 
fraternity  or  sorority  but  to  any 
one  who  looks  like  him,  her  or  me. 
To  disrespect  by  any  means  we 
should  not  do,  if  the  shoe's 
reveresed  would  you  like  the 
disrepect  to  be  smiling  at  you?  Are 
you  really  black  like  me,  for  surely 
then  you  would  see,  it  is  no  longer 
a  question  or  second  guess,  we 
have  to  be  strong  together  to 
successfully  pass  this  test.  Where 
do  we  go  from  here  you  may  ask?  I 
am  hoping  back  to  the  looking 
glass,  for  deep  soul  searching  is 
what  we  need  to  bring  about  the 
unity  of  our  creed.  If  you  are  not 
strong  enough  stay  behind,  we 
need  the  strong,  the  sure,  and  the 
proud  to  fight  this  blind.  Unity  for 
you  and  me,  a  better 
understanding  of  the  essence  of 
being  black  like  me. 

-  Lori  Nelson 


BLACK  FACTS 

September  1. 1975 

General  Daniel  (Chappie)  James  Jr.  was  promoted  to  rank  of  four- 
star  general  and  named  commander-in-chief  of  the  North  American  Air 
Defense  Command. 

September  12. 1974 

Haile  Selassie  was  deposed  by  military  leaders  after  58  years  as  the 
ruling  monarch  in  Ethiopia. 

September  15. 1963 

Four  black  girls  were  killed  in  the  bombing  of  Sixteenth  Street  Baptist 
Church  in  Birmingham. 

September  15. 1964 

Reverend  K.L.  Buford  and  Dr.  Stanley  Smith  were  elected  to  the 
Tuskegee  City  Council.  They  were  the  first  black  elected  officials  in 
Alabama  of  the  Twentieth  Century. 

September  27. 1912 

W.C.  Handy's  first  published  blues  composition,  "Memphis  Blues,"  went 
on  sale  in  Memphis. 


Dear  Zora 

By  Makda  Bertrand 
Hil 

I  am  Zora,  the  new  advisory  columnist  (Dear  Ahby)  for  the  Onyx 
Informer.  First,  I  would  like  to  welcome  all  the  newcomers  and 
upperclassmmen.  I  look  forward  to  responding  to  letters  seeking 
advice  regarding  any  type  of  issue  and  other  important  information  as 
well. 

As  a  part  of  life,  we  are  faced  with  a  variety  of  problems  every  day, 
but  we  sometimes  find  ourselves  in  predicaments  that  we  cannot 
handle  nor  decipher.  There  will  be  times  when  you  do  not  have 
anyone  to  confide  in;  times  when  you  feel  that  you  do  not  posess  any 
sense  of  direction.  If  the  situation  becomes  extremely  difficult  or 
seems  enigmatic,  and  you  want  to  find  a  way  out,  well  your  girl  Zora 
is  here  to  provide  you  with  wise,  prompt  and  effective  advice  or 
information. 


